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water-supply, the survivors surrendered on a promise of safety
from Nana. But hardly had they embarked on the river when
all the men were shot down, and the women and children were
brought back into the town. Some days later they too were mur-
dered, and their bodies were thrown down a great well in the
courtyard. At Lucknow, the capital of Oudh, the little garrison,
which included a number of sepoys, contrived to hold out until
relief came.
§ 297. the great mutiny suppressed.—The Governor-
General, Lord Canning, had not hitherto had a particularly
distinguished career; but he rose to the occasion finely. Serious
as the situation was, he never fell into a panic. He summoned
troops engaged in a less critical campaign in Persia, and sent for
others from the Cape. By the beginning of July he was able to
despatch Sir Henry Havelock to the scene of the disturbance
with 1500 men. Cawnpore was recaptured; but the little
force (though reinforced by 2500 more men under Sir James
Outram) was itself shut up in Lucknow by the mutineers. In
September the troops outside Delhi took the city by assault,
after the Kashmir gate had been blown in by a famous act of
heroism.
Meanwhile 20,000 fresh troops had been sent out from home
under Sir Colin Campbell, one of the few senior officers who
had come out of the Crimean War without losing his military
reputation. He carried out his task most efficiently. Havelock's
force was released from Lucknow, and the rebels who still
swarmed round Delhi were driven off. By August 1858 the
last embers of the rebellion had been stamped out.
The repression was stained by no undue severity. The
people at home who clamoured for bloodthirsty reprisals, nick-
named the Governor-General" Clemency Canning " in ridicule
of his mildness ; but his policy was supported by the Queen and
the Ministry ; and there is no doubt that it was justified by the
result (N2io).

